MARCH    1-MARCH    7,    1904
most inspiriting. Again I could not keep my thoughts off* Car-
lotta * (as I shall now call it), and it seems that after all I may
do this book before I do " The History of Two Old Women " ^
. . . This morning, snow.
Thursday, March yd.
I resumed " A Great Man " to-day.
Monday, March yth.
The Davrays dined with me last night at the Hippodrome, and
afterwards we went to the Grand Cafe. He gave me sundry
particulars about the French dinner to Edmund Gosse, and said
that Gosse's speech (which he, Davray, translated into French,
for him) was simply admirable and was continually interrupted,
at every sentence, by applause. Schwob's speech in English
was also very good, he said.
Gosse received the offer of his appointment to the Librarian-
ship of the House of Lords on the very morning of the banquet.
So, Davray said, Gosse told him. Davray saw the letter offering
the appointment, from Sir Henry Loundes Graham, and said it
was extraordinarily flattering.
Davray gave me a new instance of politeness. At some
English house a foreigner called (nationality obscure, I forget,
something small) wearing what looked like an overcoat. The
hostess urged him to take it off; said it was the custom etc. He
took it off, and appeared in his shirt-sleeves. Consternation of
the hostess, especially as other guests were expected. Pre-
sently Laurence Housman cajne in and was advised privately
of the situation. Housman took off his own coat, and sat down
also in his shirt-sleeves; then complained of the cold, and
demanded from his hostess permission to resume his coat; the
foreigner followed his example.
"C'etait tres fin," commented Davray. After this I was
surprised to learn that Housman spoke no French at all. It
seemed to me, somehow, that a man capable of that ought to be
a perfect French scholar,
I had great ideas this last day or two of a chart of English
literature, chronological;  divided in coloured sections showing
different groups such as poetry-history, drama etc. . . . and
showing  the  * contemporaneousness'  of authors  and works
1" The Old Wives1 Tale.1'
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